
Christmas 

 If you have ever driven past my house from Thanksgiving until the end of the 1st week in January, 

you have witnessed it. You get it – I kind of, sort of, just-a-little bit enjoy Christmas. My philosophy for 

decorating my house and yard is: 

If it does not move, put Christmas lights on it. 

If it does move, but makes the mistake of standing still (i.e., my dog), 

put Christmas lights on it 

 I play certain “Christmas” songs all year long, but the real deal begins on October 1, when I start 

playing them continuously to help set the mood to decorate. Note – even then I pick and choose what 

songs I play. 

 Why am I telling you this? I am telling you because I am about to sound like Scrooge, The Grinch 

and anyone else who ever despised Christmas all rolled into one. THAT, however, could not be less 

true. I am a Christmas freak from my socks to my Santa hat with Snoopy ears. I am, however, opposed 

to connecting Christmas to the birth of Jesus. You will never see a star or angel on my tree. I do not 

have a nativity in my yard or a sign that reads, “Jesus is the reason for the season.” 

 Let me explain just some of the reasons I can, should and do separate Christmas from all things 

Christ. 

 #1 – the word itself. The word “Christmas” comes from the Middle English (Cristemasse), which 

comes from Old English (Cristes-masse), literally meaning “Mass of Christ.” So, the question becomes, 

what is mass? John A. O’Brien in Faith of Millions: The Credentials of the Catholic Religion, a book 

written to help Catholics relearn their faith and to teach others what they believe, notes in reference to 

the priest on page 270… 

“…he reaches up into the heavens, brings Christ down from his throne, and 

places him upon our altar to be offered up again as the victim for the sins of men.” 

This does NOT align with Scripture. Jesus was sacrificed ONCE for all (Hebrews 7:23-27; 9:24-28; 

10:8-14). He does not have to suffer again and again. He is also quoted in “Dear Mr. Graham,” Voice 

of Freedom Volume 3, No. 11, page 170… 

“The priest speaks and lo! Christ the eternal and omnipotent God 

Bows his head in humble obedience to the priest’s command.” 

Sorry, but Christ bows to no man! The very name “Christmas” is blasphemous. 

 #2 – the date. God was very deliberate when it came to identifying the date of each Jewish holy 

day under the Old Law. That is important to note because He does NOT give a date for the birth of 

Jesus – no year, no season, no month and no day. He never mentions it as a holy day; in fact, He never 

mentions it again. He allows Matthew and Luke to tell complimentary accounts of His birth and the 

months/years that follow before Joseph takes Him to Egypt, but Mark does not mention it at all and His 

closest friend on Earth, John, only alludes to it in passing (John 1:14). If His best friend writes a history 

of His life, 3 general letters and Revelation without ever mentioning the date or telling his readers to 

memorialize the day, is it possible God is making a point? God does, however, remind Christians to 

memorialize His death, burial, resurrection and appearance on the first day of every week. As for the 

year, month and day, even if we were given the instruction to celebrate His birth as a holy day, we have 

missed the mark. As for the supposed year, A.D. 1, Herod – the king who tried to kill Jesus – died in 4 

B.C. He murdered all the male children up to age 2, which puts us back to 6 B.C. at the latest. As for 

the month, shepherds in Judah did not keep their flocks in the fields during the winter months; by the 

end of October, or middle of November at the latest, they brought the sheep in from the fields and kept 

them in the folds at night due to the bitter cold (Albert Barnes). Finally, we are left with the 25th. In A.D. 

354, Liberius, bishop of Rome, ordered that the birth of Jesus be celebrated on December 25 th to offset 

the Roman feast celebrating the winter solstice (World Book Encyclopedia). 

 #3 – the details. The modern “Christmas Story” has 3 wisemen visiting the stable and worshiping 

the baby as the Son of God, Savior of the World and King of all mankind. Scripture has an unnumbered 

group of wisemen, visiting a house in Bethlehem (after the days of purification and the time necessary 

to travel to Jerusalem and back – remember, Herod killed those up to age 2) and looking for the King 

of the Jews. Our modern retelling has angels singing to shepherds in the field about world peace. Luke 



has angels speaking to shepherds about peace only within the body of mankind with whom God is 

pleased. 

 #4 – most of the traditions around Christmas are pagan. The Canaanites grew trees outside their 

temples on which they would hang gold and silver idols when they came to worship. The yule log was 

burned, and the ashes were carried around all year to ward off evil spirits. Mistletoe was considered 

sacred in German and Norse mythology, revered by the Druids, venerated by the Celts, and carried the 

superstition of bringing happiness, safety and good fortune, if it did not touch the ground. The custom 

of giving gifts comes straight from the Roman celebration of winter solstice and was intended to draw 

pagans toward Christianity because of its familiarity. There is certainly nothing biblical about grabbing 

all one can and running up a credit card balance to gather earthly possession we do not need. Even 

many “Christmas” songs are pagan. “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas,” for example, includes 

the line: Someday soon we all will be together, if the fates allow. The ones that try to recount the birth 

of Jesus usually mess it up as much as our story telling. 

 Christians are called to examine everything and hold only to that which is good and to reject 

everything that has any appearance of evil (1 Thessalonians 5:21, 22). With arbitrary dating, pagan 

rituals and no scriptural authority, nothing good can come from tying Christmas to the birth of Jesus. 

The birth of Jesus is one of the great events of all time – planned before the foundation of the world, 

executed perfectly by the Father and His servants (Mary and Joseph) and it set up the rest of the earthly 

plan of God. We are to study it, know it and appreciate it 365 days a year. We are not called, however, 

to celebrate it with a pagan, manmade holy day (meaning of the word “holiday”). The very fact man had 

to make up a date out of thin air without any scriptural authority means…well… it means God did not 

think it was something we needed. So, like every other time we have taken it upon ourselves to step 

beyond the boundaries God has given us, we messed it up.  

 


